
 
 
 

Taxonomic Name Changes of California Natives  
 
Often times when California natives are reclassified and renamed it can take several years before 
the new taxonomic names are adopted by the majority of those working in the horticulture 
industry.  There are many times when new ‘consolidated’ names are not adopted at all due to the 
wide array of significant morphological and horticultural differences in the consolidated groups 
(eg. Mimulus aurantiacus, Epilobium canum). While El Nativo Growers, Inc., realizes the 
importance of using the currently recognized nomenclature; we also recognize that the majority 
of those we service must be able to easily recognize plants by the most commonly used and 
horiculturally significant taxonomic names.  In order to accomplish this, we lists plants 
according to their most widely used taxonomic name in the nursery and landscape industries 
even if it is not a reflection of the most current scientific nomenclature.  When necessary we will 
list plants under both their new and old names.  The on-line Index to California Plant Names by 
the Jepson Flora Project, The Jepson Manual, and A California Flora and Supplement by Philip 
A. Munz were used as references for the following taxonomic information. Many of the 
reclassifications in the first edition of the Jepson Manual have been further investigated and may 
be reclassified again in the next edition of the Manual.  Please use the chart below as a reference 
for taxonomic name changes and names currently used by El Nativo Growers, Inc.   
 
 

Previous Taxonomic Name New Taxonomic Name(s) Name(s) Used by El 
Nativo  

Baccharis glutinosa Baccharis salicifolia  Baccharis salicifolia 
Baccharis pilularis var. 

consanguinea Baccharis pilularis  Listed under both names 

Elymus condensatus Leymus condensatus Leymus condensatus 

Elymus glaucus Elymus glaucus Elymus glaucus 

Elymus triticoides Leymus triticoides Leymus triticoides 

Haplopappus venetus  Isocoma menziesii  Isocoma menziesii 

Cleome isomeris  Isomeris arborea  Isomeris arborea 

Mahonia aquifolium Berberis aquifolium Listed under both names 

Mahonia nevinii Berberis nevinii Listed under both names 

Mahonia repens Berberis aquifolium var. repens 
(synonym: Berberis repens) 

Listed under M. repens and B. 
repens  
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Previous Taxonomic Name New Taxonomic Name(s) Name(s) Used by El 
Nativo  

Mimulus aurantiacus Mimulus aurantiacus          
(synonym: Diplacus aurantiacus) Mimulus aurantiacus 

Mimulus bifidus Mimulus aurantiacus         
(synonym: Diplacus aurantiacus) Mimulus bifidus 

Mimulus longiflorus  Mimulus aurantiacus         
(synonym: Diplacus longiflorus) Mimulus longiflorus 

Mimulus longiflorus rutilus Mimulus aurantiacus         
(synonym: Diplacus rutilus) Mimulus longiflorus rutilus 

Mimulus puniceus Mimulus aurantiacus         
(synonym: Diplacus puniceus) Mimulus puniceus 

Rhus laurina Malosma laurina  Malosma laurina 

Salix hindsiana Salix exigua var. hindsiana Salix exigua 

Salix lasiandra 
Salix lasiandra var. lasiandra  
(synonym:  Salix lucida ssp. 

lasiandra) 
Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra 

Stipa cernua Nassella cernua Nassella cernua 

Stipa coronata Achnatherum coronatum Listed under both names 

Stipa lepida  Nassella lepida Nassella lepida 

Stipa pulchra Nassella pulchra Nassella pulchra 

Zauschneria californica Epilobium canum ssp. canum Zauschneria californica 
Zauschneria californica ssp. 

latifolia Epilobium canum ssp. latifolium Zauschneria californica ssp. 
latifolia 

Zauschneria cana Epilobium canum ssp. canum Zauschneria cana 

Zauschneria septentrionalis Epilobium septentrionale Zauschneria septentrionalis 
 


