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Aeonium 
The genus Aeonium consists of 35 species indigenous to the Canary Islands and coastal North Africa. 
Popular for their ease of culture and the general appeal of their cool rubbery, fleshy-leaved rosettes. A 

succulent, drought tolerant, version of the flamboyant dinner 
plate Dahlia but without the work or fleeting bloom. Form 
varies, but most grow as medium to tall branched shrubs with 
rosettes appearing at the ends of bare stalks. Grow them for 
their geometric form, striking colors, and often, large 
pyramidal flowers. 

Aeonium grows in a kaleidoscope of colors and 
configurations depending upon the species and cultivar. 
‘Zwartkop’ (black head in Dutch) is arguably the best known 
due to its outstanding architectural form and dramatic 
purple black rosettes. Dark leaved and variegated forms like 
the carnival colored A. ‘Sunburst’ display best color and 
largest leaves in full sun near the coast and part shade 
inland. Most will require some protection from frost. Aeonium 

work exceptionally well in succulent and rock gardens and as focal point shrubs incorporated into the 
mixed border. They are standouts as potted specimens. 

Requirements: Zones vary by species.  Well-drained soil. Full sun to part shade. Require little to no water 
once established, but best with supplemental irrigation in the summer to keep a fresh appearance.    

Aeonium currently grown at El Nativo Growers, Inc.: 

Aeonium arboreum 2-3’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Green Foliage 

Aeonium arboreum 'Purpureum' 2-3’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Dark Purple/Red Foliage 

Aeonium arboreum 'Zwartkop' 3-4’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Dark Purple Foliage 

Aeonium decorum 1 ½’ H x 1 ½’W, Sun/Part Sun, Light Green/Red Edged/Orange Red Blush  

Aeonium haworthii (Pinwheel) 1-2’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Blue/Green Foliage Edged with Red 

Aeonium urbicum 4-6’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Green Foliage  

Aeonium ‘Cyclops’  4-5’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Red/Brown Foliage 

Aeonium ‘Kiwi’ 1 ½’ H x 1 ½’W, Sun/Part Sun, Green and Pink Foliage  

Aeonium ‘Mint Saucer’ 2-3’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Green Foliage  

Aeonium ‘Sunburst’ 1-2’H x 1-2’W, Sun/Part Sun, Variegated  White/Yellow/Green Edged w/Pink  

Aeonium ‘Cyclops’  Aeonium ‘Sunburst’ Aeonium ‘Mint Saucer’ 

Aeonium arboreum ‘Zwartkop’ 


